UNIVERSITY JARGON
Word

Meaning

Faculty

The academic staff who work in a division or school at a university, or even
the school itself, like the Education Faculty or the Engineering Faculty.

Degree

A degree is the standard university qualification and is recognised worldwide.

The first degree you study at university is called a bachelor degree e.g.,
Bachelor Degree Bachelor of Arts. Bachelor degree courses take three to five years to
complete.
Undergraduate

A person who has not yet completed their bachelor degree.

Fresher

A new undergraduate. A first year student.

Levels

Courses

Major

Level 1 = your first year
Level 2 = your second year Level 3 = your third year
A course is a block of subjects or units that make up the degree. A 3 year
bachelor degree course could involve 24 units:
12 Level 1 units @ 6 subjects per semester
8 Level 2 units @ 4 subjects per semester
4 Level 3 units @ 2 subjects per semester
You can mix this up a bit once you have started your degree. Do this with the
support of a lecturer or tutor.
A major is a series of units in a field that you carry through your degree. You
can major in history, for example, which means you do history units through
each year of your degree.
This is where an expert in the subject delivers information in a one hour
presentation to a large audience. You could find yourself in a lecture with
400 students.

Lecture

Lectures ARE NOT compulsory. You could do research yourself and find out
the critical information that the lecturer will give. You ARE expected to do
reading associated with the lecture.

These ARE compulsory. This is where you work in a small group of about 20
with a tutor who is an expert in the field. Tutorials help you to gain in depth
Tutorials/ Tutes
knowledge about the subject that was delivered in the lecture.
and Workshops
Orientation Week is conducted the week before university lectures start. This
is where you find out about the library, meet your lecturers, and sometimes
sort out your timetable for lectures and tutorials. You also learn about
Orientation Week additional support that can help you to succeed like study groups. There are
lots of social events and you will meet students who will be in your group for

the next few years and who maybe colleagues throughout your career.
Vice Chancellor The manager of the university – the academic and administrative head.

Chancellor
Dean

The ceremonial head of a university – a person of high status who is chosen
because of the values they bring to the university.
The head of an academic faculty. E.g. Dean of Education

Visit What I Wish I’d Known page on the First in Family to Go to Uni site and the Tips for
Starting First Year Uni Youth Central site for more in depth information.
UNIVERSITY COURSE COSTS
All Western Australian universities charge approximately the same for their courses. Significant
differences may occur depending on the length of the course.
To get some idea what to expect to pay in 2018:
Course

Cost per Year

Arts

$6349

Science

$9050

Law, Medicine

$10596

SPECIFIC COURSE COSTS
To determine accurate costs for your course look up the course calculators at:
University

Link to Course Calculator

Curtin

http://courses.curtin.edu.au/

ECU

https://apps.ecu.edu.au/fees-calculator/

Murdoch (2017)

http://handbook.murdoch.edu.au/fees/

Notre Dame

http://www.nd.edu.au/nav-future-students/fees

UWA

http://www.fees.uwa.edu.au/

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FROM GOVERNMENT
Who gets paid to dream up acronyms and euphemisms to convince citizens that the
government is doing something great for us!? The loan scheme students borrow from to pay
some of the highest university charges in the world is called “HELP” - The Higher Education
Loan Program. The website that provides information about how to borrow money to subsidise
your tertiary education is called Study Assist!
Students applying for tertiary education loans will need to get a Tax File Number.
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE SCHOLARSHIPS
Scholarships aren’t just for the very smartest students. The Good Universities Guide says:
“There are currently more than 3000 scholarships available to Australian students, across both

the higher education and vocational sectors. Scholarships can cover an array of costs from
tuition fees to living and accommodation costs, our advice is to investigate your options early on
as the amount of information to get through and applications to fill can be overwhelming.” Your
first step is to subscribe to the Good Universities Guide Newsletter and start to find out about
the sorts of scholarships available.
You can register HERE for Curtin University scholarships news alerts.
TAFE ADMISSIONS
OLNA - A new testing tool for TAFE admissions
What are the minimum standards?
The minimum requirements for school leavers for direct entry to full time TAFE Certificate II and
III courses are:
• Completing a Certificate I or II qualification;
• Year 9 National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy Band 8; or
• Meeting the OLNA standard.
Are there alternative entry pathways?
For prospective students who do not meet these standards to gain entry they can:
• Sit a TAFE Admissions literacy and/or numeracy test administered by Training Sector
Services;
• Be referred to a TAFE college for a Learning Area Assessment; or
• Enrol in a course that does not have literacy or numeracy requirements, including
foundation skills, equity courses and Certificate I courses.
What happens if you are required to sit the test?
Applicants who are required to sit the OLNA testing are booked into test sessions conducted at
the Department’s Prospect Place site and regional college campuses.
Familiarisation sessions of the online and assessment environment and practice tests are being
offered to enrolling applicants before the actual testing schedules taking place between the 31
May and 16 June 2017. Students must book into both through TAFE Admissions.
SKILLS NEEDED THE FUTURE WORKFORCE
New subscribers may not have seen the World Economic Forum Top 10 Skills you need to
thrive in the fourth industrial Revolution.

